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What’s growing on
at Central Gardens

upcoming events
Check out specifics on our Facebook page
and website.

AUGUST 3 & 4 • 6:30 PM
Panache Outdoor Theater
$10 in advance/$12 at the gate

EVERY FRIDAY • 9:00 - 11:00 AM
Children’s Activities in the Kids
BEE Happy Garden • FREE
August Theme: “Kids and
Movement”

EVERY FRIDAY • 8:00 -11:00 AM
Fresh on Friday’s Bouquet Sales
and Coffee on the Patio •
Donations welcome!

EVERY SUNDAY IN AUG. • 5:00 PM
Picnics and Performances •
Bring your own lawn chair and
picnic and enjoy!
AUGUST 4 • Kevin Boehnke
AUGUST 11 • Beau Bonner
AUGUST 18 • Mariachi Band:
Mariachi de Colores • 5:30 pm
AUGUST 25 • Juni West

AUGUST 7, 14, 21 & 28 • 10:30 AM
Story time in the Gardens hosted
by the Clear Lake Library

Membership Promotion Names
June Winner
Names of persons who sign up as
new members at our Fresh on
Fridays events are eligible to be
entered into a drawing for a free,
two-hour Nature Education Pavilion rental. June’s winner is Nancy
Turk! The promotion continues in
July and August.

of North Iowa

Central Gardens Capital Campaign Announced at
Summer Garden Party
Central Gardens turns twenty in 2020, and in anticipation of that
anniversary, a major project to update and enhance the grounds
was unveiled at this year’s Summer Garden Party on June 30.
Consisting of twelve components, the Upgrade 2020 project this
year will focus on creating a better sound barrier on the 8th street
side of the property, hanging street banners on the 8th street lights,
updating the fountain at the South entrance, and exploring the addition of a sound stage.
The fund-raising goal is $220,000, half of which will automatically
be directed to the permanent endowment, thus insuring Central
Gardens’ existence in perpetuity. One unique aspect of the campaign is a goal to solicit 500 $20 donations as a symbol of the accessibility of the Gardens to all. You can read all about the full project on our website, centralgardensnorthiowa.com. Donations of
$2020 and above will be permanently recognized on the donor wall
at the south gate. All donations will be recognized in a full-page ad
at the conclusion of the campaign and on our website.
Honorary Chairs for Upgrade 2020 Capital Campaign Named
Pictured from l to r are Paul Barnds,
Shawn Sabin, Corine Hadley, Diane
Laabs, and Gary Laabs, who were
announced as the honorary cochairs of the Upgrade 2020 Capital
Campaign at the Summer Garden
Party. Central Gardens is blessed
to have such a dedicated team
heading its fund-raising efforts.
Grant Awards Support Central Gardens Programming
Central Gardens wishes to thank the following for their generous
gifts that allow us to offer programming free of charge: The Bertha
Stebens Foundation and AvanGrid Renewables for underwriting
Picnics and Performances and The Iowa Arts Council for underwriting The Fiesta in the Gardens. We are deeply grateful for their
support.

Trembath Honored as KIMT’s Volunteer of the Month
Leigh Trembath, organizer of Fresh on Fridays activities and The Fiesta in
the Gardens, and a Central Gardens board member, was honored with
the KIMT “Giving Your Best” Volunteer of the Month Award on July 19 in
the Gardens. In nominating Leigh, Troyce Fisher, board president stated,
“Leigh has been an unselfish volunteer and ambassador for Central Gardens of North Iowa, Inc. for many years, It is because of people like Leigh
that Clear Lake and north Iowa remain such amazing places in which to
live.” The video of her award will air on KIMT on August 1 at 6 pm and throughout the entire month.
Plant of the Year Garden Prospers
The Plant of the Year Garden showcases award winning annuals and
perennials. This year, four 2019 AllAmerican Selections (AAS) are
growing: Nasturtium 'Baby Rose',
African Marigold 'Garunda Deep
Gold' and 'Big Duck Gold', Vinca
'Megabloom Polka Dot' and Petunia
'Wave Carmine Velour'. Several previous year AAS winners are also in the garden including Sunflower 'Suntastic' (2014) and Ornamental Pepper 'Onyx Red' (2018)
pictured. The 2019 Perennial Plant of the Year, Stachys
'Hummelo' joins 2018 Allium 'Millenium' and others.
Hosta 'Lakeside Paisley Print' is this year's addition to
the garden's Hosta of the Year collection. The adopter of
this garden is board member and volunteer Ann Grochala.

Outdoor Theater Returns to Central Gardens
Central Gardens and the Clear Lake Arts Center are
pleased to offer two nights of outdoor theater to the
north Iowa community on August 3 and 4 when the
Iowa River Theater Players bring Panache to the
Ceremonial Lawn. A quirky, odd-couple romantic comedy, this play will have you experiencing a range of
emotions and leaving with a smile. Tickets are $10 in
advance and $12 at the gate. Youth 14 and under are
admitted free when accompanied by an adult. Both
performances begin at 6:30 pm. Come join us!

“From the Mouths of Babes”
It always makes us smile to read
comments left in the visitor’s log by
our youngest guests. We thought
you’d enjoy seeing their thoughts in
their own handwriting.

PEO group Visits Garden
Pictured are the PEO Chapter BN
members from Ackley, IA, enjoying
their July tour of Central Gardens. If
your group would like a tour, please
let us know!

Second Annual Fiesta in the Gardens
Celebrating Latino Culture on August 18
This year’s Fiesta in the Gardens will be even better than
last years!!! Join us beginning
at 3 PM for a host of kids’ activities, cooking demonstrations, a
community art project with papel
picado and tissue paper flower
stations, wine-tasting, Mexican
crafts and souvenirs, food trucks, dancing lessons and
demonstrations, salsa tasting and contest for best
salsa, and from 5:30-6:30 a performance by the world
renown Mariachi de Colores, a 5-member Mariachi
band. Plus…Pinatas!!! Admission is free.

A Beach Party in the Gardens
Over 150 people enjoyed this
year’s Summer “Beach Party in
the Gardens” on June 30th. Special thanks goes to the hardworking planning committee, all
those who donated appetizers and
desserts, those who donated items
for the auction, the auctioneering
skills of the Heydt crew, the floral
bouquet makers, our sponsors
Bonnie Hall, Studio B, Farmers
State Bank, LC Photography, North Iowa Community
Credit Union, and Images Photography and the following in-kind donors: Lake Time Brewery, Lake Liquors,
Clear Lake Chamber of Commerce, and Randy’s
Neighborhood Market.
As part of the Upgrade 2020 Effort over
120 trees, shrubs and other plant stock
was planted by on the 8th street (west)
border of Central Gardens by many
faithful volunteers. A special shout out
goes to Shane Monson Construction
that donated the use of a post hole digger and to interns and Marc Young from
the Clear Lake Bank and Trust Company who gave “back” literally and figuratively to help.
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